
2021 Lenten Appeal
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

I sincerely thank you for your support of the Eparchy of Our Lady of Lebanon of 
Los Angeles, especially in light of the challenges of the past year. The Eparchy’s 
mission is to serve the People of God and proclaim the Gospel message in today’s 
world. We can only continue to do this with your prayers and financial support.

The past year was filled with adversity, including the pandemic and difficulties 
at home and abroad.  But we are a people of hope, and God helps us through 
all adversity to get to a brighter future.  

Today, I would like to ask for your help with our Annual Lenten Appeal, to 
address the Eparchy’s most important and immediate needs.  The proceeds of the 
Lenten Appeal will contribute to three especially key areas:

• Opening New Parishes and Missions: There are many areas across the country where Maronite 
communities are unable to have Maronite services due to the lack of parishes and priests. Our goal is to 
strengthen existing parishes and build new missions so that our people can celebrate their faith and heritage.

• Expanding Services: In light of the economic and emotional hardships of the past year, it is more imperative 
than ever to offer our support to young people, families, and those with the greatest need.

• Helping our brothers and sisters in Lebanon and the Middle East: Lebanon has been especially affected 
after the Beirut explosion in August of 2020. Many people were displaced; and homes, hospitals, schools, and 
businesses suffered extreme damage. We need to give our support to our brothers and sisters as they go through 
these trying times.

Some people have asked about the Eparchy’s long-term Capital Campaign – Vision for the Future, Mission for 
Today.  Unfortunately, the Campaign was temporarily suspended due to the pandemic, but we hope to re-start 
it at an appropriate time in the future. 

In the meantime, I ask for your help through this Annual Lenten Appeal with the important and immediate 
needs described more fully in this short brochure.  Please review it and prayerfully 
consider how you may help, and please be generous.  

May God bless you and keep you!

Gratefully yours in Christ, 

+A. Elias Zaidan
Bishop of the Eparchy of Our Lady of Lebanon of Los Angeles

EPARCHY OF OUR LADY OF LEBANON OF  LOS ANGELESPlease make your gift to the Lenten Appeal through your local parish.  
Place your gift in an envelope noted “Bishop’s Appeal”, or note “Bishop’s 
Appeal” on your check.  You may also make a gift online at www.eparchy.org.  

Additional Ways to Help
Make a Bequest.  A bequest is naming the Eparchy (or your parish) in your will.  This can be for a specif-
ic amount of money, or a percentage of your estate.  To do this, include this language in your will:

“I give and bequeath to the Eparchy of Our Lady of Lebanon of Los Angeles
 _____% of the residue of my estate [or:  the sum of $______].”

Give from your IRA.  Generally speaking, taxpayers who are age 70½ years old and older may give up to 
$100,000 each year from their IRA to the Eparchy without paying the mandatory tax on IRA distributions.   
This is a significant benefit because taxes on an IRA are normally very high.  The practical effect of this 
is that you can give more, tax free, from your IRA – and this makes it a very effective way to support the 
Church.  Contact your broker or the Eparchy for more information about this. 

Make the Eparchy a Beneficiary of Your Retirement Plan.  Another way to help the Church is to name 
the Eparchy as the beneficiary of your retirement plan. This avoids estate taxes (which are often very high 
on retirement plans) – and can be tremendously helpful to the Church.

Make a Gift of Life Insurance.  Naming the Eparchy as the beneficiary of a life insurance policy is a way 
to help the Church in the future while not impacting your income or lifestyle today.  Ask your insurance 
agent or contact the Eparchy for more information about this.

 “God loves a cheerful giver!” (2 Corinthians 9:7)
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2021 Lenten Appeal
Allocation of Funds

Report on 2020 Lenten Appeal 
Use of Funds ($164,797)

1. Seminarians and Retired Priests
The Eparchy educates and prepares men (called “seminarians”) 
for the priesthood, so that there will be enough priests to serve in 
our parishes and missions in the future.  The Eparchy currently 
has 6 seminarians and 8 married men in formation.  The average 
cost of educating and supporting a seminarian is $45,000 per 
year (our seminarians cost $471,000 last year).  When a priest 
retires, he receives a modest pension from the Eparchy, along 
with basic health insurance coverage.  The Eparchy now has 
seven retired priests who served for over 224 years in parishes.   
The total cost of supporting them is estimated to be $210,000 in 
2021.  35% of this year’s Annual Appeal proceeds will support 
Seminarians and Retired Priests.

2. Missions and Small Parishes
The Eparchy consists of thirty-two [32] parishes and ten [10] 
missions with over 46,800 Catholics across 34 states of the 
Eparchy.  Missions (new parishes) were opened in recent years in 
places like Milwaukee (WI), Riverside (CA) and Stockton (CA).  
Some missions and parishes are very small and need additional 
financial support with basic expenses such as insurance and 
utilities. It is a priority to strengthen our parishes and missions so 
that they may better serve the Maronite faithful.   25%   of   this   year’s 
Annual Appeal proceeds will support Missions and Small 
Parishes.  

3. Ministries
The Eparchy maintains several ministries to serve Maronites, 
including Religious Education, Youth Ministry, Young Adults 
Ministry, Family Life Ministry, and Catholic Social Teaching.  
The Eparchy needs to increase the number and scope of its 
ministries to better serve the faithful in the Eparchy, especially 
when crises arises. 15%  of this year’s Annual Appeal proceeds 
will assist the Eparchy’s Ministries.  

4. National Maronite Shrine
Our Lady of Lebanon National Shrine, located in North Jack-
son, Ohio, was founded over 50 years ago to invoke Our Lady’s 
protection over all Maronites in the United States.  It is a place of 
pilgrimage for the faithful 365 days a year. Due to the pandemic, 
the Shrine has experienced an increased need for support due to 
the restrictions on gatherings and pilgrimages.  10% of this year’s 
Annual Appeal proceeds will assist the National Shrine.  

5. Charitable Outreach
As the Eparchy asks the faithful to be generous to it, the Eparchy strives 
to be generous to those in need.  With your support, the Eparchy helps 
the less fortunate in the United States, and abroad in Lebanon and the 
Middle East.  With your help, we are able to lend a helping hand to those 
suffering and in need.  15% of this year’s Annual Appeal proceeds will  
go to charity, especially to help  the needy in Lebanon.    

*Due to the pandemic, the Eparchy was not able to raise the full Eparchial Appeal amount of $226,000, 
so the Eparchy paid for the difference of $61,203. The Eparchy has also paid more to each objective than 

was raised in the Lenten Appeal.


